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Bombus terricola has a stout, 
round form. Females have short 
even hair, males long hair. 
HEAD  Females have dark hairs 
on the vertex (back of the head 
or neck) and face, occasionally 
with a mixture of light hairs; 
males have light and dark hairs 
on the vertex and face. 
THORAX  The thorax has 
extensive areas of black hair, 
between and below the wing 
bases, and extending to the rear 
of the thorax. 
ABDOMEN  The hairs are black 
on T1, yellow on T2 and T3, 
black on T4-T6 (females) or T4-T7 
(males). Females have a fringe of 
light hairs on T5, males on T6. 
SIMILAR SPECIES  B. auricomus 
and B. pensylvanicus resemble 
B. terricola but are usually larger 
than B. terricola and lack the 
fringe of light hairs on T5.

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Tony Ernst (Bombus terricola female), Heather Holm
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Bombus terricola
Yellow-banded Bumble Bee
Bombus terricola populations have 
declined across most of its eastern 
North American range. Over the last 
25 years, the species has become un-
common throughout Minnesota.
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Bombus terricola is a short-tongued bumble bee species 
that often robs nectar from flowers with long corollas 
such as Monarda and Dicentra. In addition, this bumble 
bee frequently visits flowering plants in the family Aster-
aceae offering shallow nectaries.
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