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HEAD   Males have scattered yellow 
hairs on the vertex (back of the head 
or “neck”) and dark hairs on the face; 
queens and workers have dark hairs 
on the vertex and face.   
THORAX   Queens have a distinct 
black dot on the top of the thorax, 
workers a T-shaped black marking, 
and males a black T or broad band 
between the wing bases. All castes  
have dark brown wings. 
ABDOMEN   Queens, males, and 
workers have yellow hairs on  
T1 and T2 and the remaining tergites 
have black hairs. In addition, workers 
and males have bright orange hairs on 
the base of the second tergite (T2). 
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Bombus affinis
Rusty Patched Bumble Bee
Bombus affinis is Minnesota’s state bee 
and a federally endangered species, now 
absent from most of its eastern North 
American range. Populations persist in 
central and southeastern Minnesota.
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Bombus affinis is a short-tongued bumble bee 
species. Males and workers rob nectar by chewing 
a hole at the base of long tubular flowers such as 
Monarda, providing an entry point for their tongue.
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