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HEAD  For males, the third 
flagellum is three times as long 
as the scape, and the eyes are 
similarly-sized as females. Both 
males and females have yellow 
hairs on the vertex. 
THORAX  This species has variable 
color patterns. Consistent features 
include the thorax having long 
dark yellow or light orange hairs 
with no discernable dark hairs or 
defined spot in the center of the 
thorax, and females having dark 
hairs on the side of the thorax, 
below the wing bases. 
ABDOMEN  Females have yellow 
hairs on T1-T2, and for some 
females and all males, also on 
T3. Females can have white hairs 
on the apex of T5 and part of T6, 
males on T7. 
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Bombus perplexus
Confusing Bumble Bee
Bombus perplexus generally occurs in 
the northern two-thirds of Minnesota 
and is infrequently observed in the 
Twin Cities metropolitan area.
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Bombus perplexus is a medium-tongued bumble 
bee species. Flower preferences include milkweeds 
(Asclepias) and fireweed (Chamaenerion), as well 
as many plant genera in the family Asteraceae.
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