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HEAD  Females have black hairs on 
the face; males have yellow hairs on 
the face. Males and females have 
yellow hairs on the vertex (back 
of the head or “neck”). This is one 
of several characteristics that can 
help separate females from Bombus 
pensylvanicus females. Males have 
large bulging compound eyes.
THORAX  This species has short, 
even yellow hairs on the thorax and 
black hairs between the wing bases. 
ABDOMEN  For females, the first 
abdominal segment (T1) is either 
entirely black or with yellow hairs 
limited to the sides, T2 and T3 
have yellow hairs. The rest of the 
remaining tergites (T4-T6) have black 
hairs. Males have yellow hairs on T1-
T3 and black hairs on the remaining 
tergites (T4-T7). Males have dark 
wings; females have black wings.

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Heather Holm
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Bombus auricomus
Black and Gold Bumble Bee
Bombus auricomus is one of the 
largest bumble bees in Minnesota. It 
is common in the Twin Cities area but 
absent in northern Minnesota. Females 
closely resemble B. pensylvanicus.
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To learn more, visit
www.BeesMN.org
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Bombus auricomus is a long-tongued 
bumble bee species that frequently 
visits complexly-shaped flowers such as 
Penstemon, Astragalus, and Monarda. 

Chelone glabra

Monarda fistulosa

Prunus americana

Baptisia lactea

Penstemon grandiflorus

Astragalus canadensis

Cirsium discolor

Dalea purpurea
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