
CHARACTERISTICS
SIMILAR SPECIES  Bombus 
pensylvanicus females closely 
resemble B. auricomus females. 
B. pensylvanicus males strongly 
resemble B. fervidus and B. 
borealis and are difficult to tell 
apart in the field. 
HEAD  Females: Black hairs 
on the vertex (back of the 
head or “neck”) and face for B. 
pensylvanicus versus yellow hairs 
on the vertex and black hairs on 
the face for B. auricomus.  
Males: Black hairs on the vertex 
and face. 
THORAX  Females: Black hairs 
between the wing bases and 
on the rear of the thorax for B. 
pensylvanicus versus a broad 
black band between the wing 
bases and yellow hairs on 
the rear of the thorax for B. 
auricomus.  
Males: Yellow hairs with a black 
band between the wings; rear 
of the throax with all yellow or a 
mix of yellow and black hairs.
ABDOMEN  Females: Yellow 
hairs on at least the apical half 
of the first tergite (T1) for B. 
pensylvanicus versus no yellow 
or rarely yellow hairs on T1 for B. 
auricomus.  
Males: Yellow hairs on at least 
T1-T4, and often T5 mixed with 
black hairs. T6 has either yellow 
or black hairs, and T7 often with 
orange hairs.

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Heather Holm, Kent. P. McFarland (B. pensylvanicus male)
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Bombus pensylvanicus
American Bumble Bee
Bombus pensylvanicus is common in 
some areas of southwestern Minnesota 
and uncommon to rare in other parts  
of its range. Females closely resemble  
B. auricomus females; males resemble  
B. borealis and B. fervidus males.

CONSERVATION STATUS

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 SU SNA

critically
imperiled imperiled vulnerable apparently

secure
not

applicablesecure unrankable

SHSX

presumed
extirpated

possibly
extirpated

imperiled

NEST
belowground

rodent/mammal burrows

on the ground 
in prairies/long grass

To learn more, visit
www.BeesMN.org

RANGE



Bombus pensylvanicus is a long-tongued 
bumble bee that frequently visits complexly- 
shaped grassland plants such as Baptisia,  
Onosmodium, and Astragalus. 
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