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HEAD  Males have yellow hairs on 
the vertex (back of the head or 
“neck”) and face; females have a 
mix of black and yellow hairs on 
the vertex and face.  
THORAX  The thorax has a light 
yellow hairs with black hairs 
between the wing bases (females 
and males), and additional black 
extending in a T-shaped pattern 
down the back middle of the 
thorax (females). The wings are 
medium to dark brown. 
ABDOMEN  The first abdominal 
tergite (T1) has yellow hairs, T2 
and T3 have bright orange hairs, 
T4 has yellow hairs, the remaining 
tergites have black hairs. 
SIMILAR SPECIES  B. ternarius 
strongly resembles a western 
species, B. huntii. 

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Heather Holm
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Bombus ternarius
Tricolored Bumble Bee
Bombus ternarius is one of the most 
commonly observed bumble bees in 
the northern two-thirds of Minnesota, 
and is generally absent in the south-
western prairie biome. 
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Bombus ternarius is a medium-tongued bumble bee 
species. It can be found in a variety of habitats including 
bogs, open woodlands, prairies, and wetland edges. 
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