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HEAD  Males and females have 
yellow hairs on the vertex (back 
of the head or “neck”). Females 
have dark hairs on the face, males 
have yellow hairs on the face.  
THORAX  This bee has long light 
yellow hairs on the thorax with a 
distinct central black spot.  
ABDOMEN  The first abdominal 
tergite (T1) has yellow hairs; T2 
has a W-shaped or two-lobed 
yellow marking. This marking 
on T2 is reduced on queens/
gynes and can be difficult to see 
when obscured by the wings. 
For queens and workers, the 
remaining tergites have black 
hairs. Some males can also have 
additional yellow hairs on T4, see 
photo and illustration below. 

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Heather Holm
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Bombus bimaculatus
Two-spotted Bumble Bee
Bombus bimaculatus is one of the 
most commonly observed bumble 
bees in Minnesota. New queens 
(gynes) emerge in early spring; nest 
activity winds down in late August.
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To learn more, visit
www.BeesMN.org

RANGE



Bombus bimaculatus is medium-tongued. It is 
usually the first bumble bee species to emerge in 
spring; look for new queens visiting early-bloom-
ing plants such as willow and gooseberry.
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