
FEMALE CHARACTERISTICS
HEAD  All females have a short face and malar space, short body hairs, and yellow hairs on the vertex. 
THORAX  Females have a distinct black spot or oval between the wing bases and medium to dark brown wings.  
ABDOMEN  There are four coloration variations as follows. All variations have yellow hairs on the first and second 
tergite (T1 and T2) and orange or black hairs on the sides of T2:
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Bombus rufocinctus
Red-belted Bumble Bee
Bombus rufocinctus is a highly variable 
bumble bee species having multiple color 
patterns. The patterns also vary by re-
gion. The patterns depicted on this fact 
sheet reflect those in the Upper Midwest.
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Bombus rufocinctus
Red-belted Bumble Bee
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SIZE RANGEMALE  CHARACTERISTICS
HEAD  Males have yellow hairs on the vertex and face.
THORAX  Males have yellow hairs on the thorax and a black oval between the wing bases.  
ABDOMEN  Like females, males have a number of coloration patterns. All coloration patterns include 
yellow hairs on all of T1 and part or all of T2. T3 can be black, yellow, or orange. T4 black or orange. T5-
T7 black, yellow, or orange. Note, orange hairs can fade to yellow making identification more difficult. 
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Bombus rufocinctus
Red-belted Bumble Bee

To learn more, visit
www.BeesMN.org

Bombus rufocinctus is a short-tongued bumble 
bee species that frequently visits flowering plants 
with shallow nectaries such as those belonging to 
the family Asteraceae. 
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