
CHARACTERISTICS
This species has a metallic 
green head, thorax, and 
abdomen; black mandibles 
with two similarly sized 
teeth; dark brown wings; a 
well developed paraocular 
lobe; sharp inner margins 
on the compound eyes; and 
a uniformly smooth scutum. 
Females have a central keel 
on the first sternite (S1) and 
dark legs; both males and 
females have a broad gena 
(cheek) and vertex (space 
between the simple eyes 
and back of the head). 
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Augochlora pura
Pure Green Metallic Sweat Bee
Augochlora is one of four metallic 
green sweat bee genera that occur in 
Minnesota and the only genus/species 
that nests in wood. All other metallic 
green sweat bees nest in the ground.
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Black mandibles with 
two similarly sized teeth

Acute right angle indentation on 
inner margin of compound eye

Well developed 
paraocular lobe

Slender form, long antennae, dark wings and 
eyes, green femora, broad gena and vertex.
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Augochlora pura produces two generations per 
year; reproductive females overwinter as adults. 
Females emerge in spring and establish a nest in 
wood. Males produced from spring nests emerge 
in late summer. This species has two peak activity 
periods in early June and late August.

Prunus americana

Zizia aurea

Veronicastrum virginicum
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Polemonium reptans

Agastache foeniculum
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Augochlora pura
Pure Green Metallic Sweat Bee

SIZE RANGE

nest in log


