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HEAD  Bombus fervidus has a long 
face, and malar space that is longer 
than broad. Both males and females 
have black hairs on the vertex (back 
of the head or “neck”) and face.  
THORAX  Males and females have 
even medium-length light yellow to 
yellow hairs on the thorax and black 
hairs between the wing bases.  
ABDOMEN  For males, the first 
through fifth abdominal tergites 
(T1-T5) have yellow hairs; T5-T7 
have black hairs. For females, T1-T4 
have yellow hairs, T5 and T6 have 
black hairs.  
SIMILAR SPECIES  B. fervidus 
closely resembles B. borealis but 
has a narrower black band between 
the wings; black hairs on the vertex 
versus yellow for B. borealis; and 
yellow hairs on the side of the 
thorax versus extensive black hairs 
for B. borealis (females).

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Heather Holm
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Bombus fervidus
Golden Northern Bumble Bee
Bombus fervidus occurs throughout 
much of Minnesota. However, it is 
generally uncommon or infrequently 
observed. This species closely resembles 
Bombus borealis. See details below.
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Bombus fervidus is a long-tongued bumble bee 
species that frequently visits grassland plants with 
long tubular flowers such as Delphinium, Monarda, 
Penstemon, and Onosmodium. 

Gentiana andrewsii

Amorpha canescens

Lupinus perennis

Castilleja coccinea

Penstemon gracilis

Onosmodium bejariense

Liatris cylindracea

Delphinium carolinum
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