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HEAD  Males have yellow 
hairs on the vertex (back of 
the head or “neck”), females 
have black hairs with light 
hairs intermixed on the vertex.
THORAX  Bombus impatiens 
has a light yellow hairs on 
the thorax with a central hazy 
black spot (females) or more 
defined black spot (males). 
Males and females have 
medium to light brown wings.  
ABDOMEN  The first 
abdominal tergite (T1) has 
yellow hairs, the remaining 
tergites have black hairs. 

Bombus impatiens
Common Eastern Bumble Bee

RANGE

Bombus impatiens is one of the top 
five most commonly observed bum-
ble bees in Minnesota. Gynes (new 
queens) hibernate in shallow burrows 
in the ground.  

Bumble bee illustrations: Elaine Evans/Xerces SocietyPhotos: Heather Holm
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To learn more, visit
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Bombus impatiens
Common Eastern Bumble Bee

Bombus impatiens is a medium-tongued 
bumble bee species that visits both open 
and complexly-shaped flowers.

Cephalanthus occidentalis

Cirsium discolor

Monarda fistulosa

Solidago rigida

Agastache foeniculum

Gentiana andrewsii

Pycnanthemum virginianum

Verbena hastata
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